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Why this survey?

• Gamete retrieval, use and selection can be influenced by legal 
framework and cultural differences among european countries

Aim: Capture current practices from embryologists from our 4 
societies to identify strategies that could help us improve our 
workflow and results by means of common consensus or 
guidelines
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Survey Respondents

• Total responses: 173
• Respondents mainly from 4 countries (Portugal, Spain, Italy and 
Greece) across Europe.

• Diverse demographics: gender, clinic type (public/private), 
experience levels, etc.

• Analysis considering country of origin and demographics to 
identify consensus or differences in responses.
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Overall response

Which sperm preparation method do you use for non-severe sperm simples?
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Which sperm preparation method do you use for non-severe sperm simples?

No swim-up in 
Greece?
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*

*

Which sperm 
preparation 

method do you use 
for non-severe 

sperm simples?

PRIVATE VS 
PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS 
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COUNTRIES – PRIVATE VS PUBLIC 

Apart from “it depends on the diagnosis”

Which sperm 
preparation 

method do you use 
for non-severe 

sperm simples?
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Which sperm preparation 
method do you use for 

non-severe sperm simples?
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Italians more 
esceptic to 
microfluidics

*

What is for you the main advantage with the use of microfluidics for sperm 
selection?
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*

Similar anwers for:
- No advantage
- Time saving
Differences among private-public:
-Improvement DNA fragmentation

What is for you the main advantage with the use of microfluidics for sperm 
selection?
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How many people work in a public institution?

If it was available, would you use MACS or microfluidics for sperm seletion?

Do public institutions this technique (microfluidics)

Do public institutions test their patients for DNA fragmentation?

Discussion & Questions
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How many people work in a private institution?

If it was “zero cost” for the patients, would you use MACS or microfluidics for sperm seletion?

Discussion & Questions
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As scientists, do we trust in this kind of tech?

Add-ons or money matters???? 

Discussion & Questions
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What do you do in your lab with oocytes with SERC?
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What do you do in your lab with oocytes with SERC?
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Will there be different responses in the future after the “acceptance” of SERC oocytes by 
ALPHA/ESHRE?

Now that is considered…. How many SERC derived embryos could have been produced? 

Apart of aneuploidies, can we find epigenetic changes? Can we test it?

Are any other dysmorphisms (vacuoles, reflactile bodies,…) considered as bad as SERC? 
Sign of cytoplasmic inmaturity…

Discussion & Questions
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How many oocytes you think is a good number for warming in the oocyte donation 
program for a standard donation cycle (day 5, 1 blastocyst, no PGT-A)?
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Oocyte “providers”

Greece: 8-10 is not an option. Better 
vitrification programs?

How many oocytes you think is a Good number for warming in the oocyte donation 
program for a standard donation cycle (day 5, 1 blastocyst, no PGT-A)?
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Oocyte “consumers”

How many oocytes you think is a Good number for warming in the oocyte donation 
program for a standard donation cycle (day 5, 1 blastocyst, no PGT-A)?
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EXPERIENCE OF THE EMBRYOLOGIST???
Younger embryologists, less oocytes

How many oocytes you think is a good number 
for warming in the oocyte donation program?
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Young embryologist arrived wit those numbers (normal). “Old” embryologists 
“suffered” the transition to Good vitri programs

How would have been that response with slow freezing?

6 to 8 MII oocytes is almost a consensus among countries (consumers and 
providers)

Discussion & Questions
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Will ultrafast vitrification/warming be a 
game changer for this agreement?

Lowering to 4 to 6?

Discussion & Questions
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Will ultrafast vitrification/warming 
be a game changer for this 
agreement?

 Lowering to 4 to 6?

Discussion & Questions
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What kind of oocytes do you freeze in your lab for the oocyte donation program?
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What kind of oocytes do you freeze in your lab for the oocyte donation program?

*

*

*

Italy: no donation program
Spain: all MII
Portugal: Morphology



Gamete retrieval and selection: SURVEY RESULTS

No differences 
according to how 
busy the 
embryologists are

What kind of oocytes do you freeze in your lab for the oocyte donation program?
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Experienced 
embryologists 
discriminate by 
oocyte morpho

0

What kind of oocytes do you freeze in your lab for the oocyte donation program?
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Experienced embryologists discriminate by oocyte morphology

Acquired Natural Intelligence
 (Experience)?

AI based tools

Discussion & Questions
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In general, there was largely a cross-demographic consensus among respondents for most 
questions with certain differences that would be interesting to follow-up and understand.

Some of the differences found in the study for this specific module can be explained by:

- availability/accesibility of certain techniques

- sociocultural differences among countries

- Start of change of the role of embryologists (use of AI)

Consensus or Confusion?
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Thank you all for your 
responses and for being part 
of this meeting!!!!


